






This research exploits the implementation of think-pair-share activity with 
its affection to student’s speaking competency. The importance of this research is 
to investigate the improvement of the student’s speaking competency towards the 
think-pair-share activity in their speaking class. Learning a foreign language is a 
must during this millennial era, especially English. In Indonesia, the government 
realizes that English language competencies have an impact on global development 
for educational purposes. Because, if education is delivered and received properly 
and correctly then it will allow an individual to develop more professionally and 
will invite chances of gaining success for respecting the country in the fields of 
economy, politics, science and technology, arts, and medicine (Balan, 2011). Based 
on the content standard of teaching English which is issued by Badan Standar 
Nasional Pendidikan (BSNP), English teaching in Indonesia is aimed to help the 
students to achieve communicative competence (BNSP, 2006). By having 
communicative competence, the Indonesian students must be able to communicate 
using English with native English speakers or persons speaking English in everyday 
life. There are four main skills that must be mastered to be able to communicate 
well in English; they are listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Among those 
four skills, speaking skill may be the most important skill for success in learning a 
language. Speaking can also determine students to achieve the goals in learning 
English as a foreign language. 
Speaking is a common skill in learning English as a foreign language but 
learning speaking is not an easy thing. The students should understand the several 
elements of speaking, such as fluency, pronunciation, vocabulary, grammar, 
comprehension, and speaking competency. Speaking competence is the ability to 
communicate orally in clear, coherent, and persuasive language appropriate to 
purpose, occasion, and audience. That is to say, there are still a lot of students who 
 
 
have been learned English for years but have not been able to speak English 
fluently. Some reasons make speaking becomes a difficult language skill, such as 
clustering redundancy, reduced forms, performance variables, colloquial language, 
rate of delivery, intonation, and interaction (Brown, 2001). Thus, less confidence 
also makes the students too shy and afraid to speak English which leads them to 
cannot speak English fluently. The importance of self-confidence for learners is a 
crucial part of learning to speak English. This can achieve teaching material and 
activities that can give enthusiasm, brave and stimulation to learners when the 
teacher presents the material and ask the student to perform with their ideas, they 
will not too monotonous and boring in the learning process. Following this, to make 
the students confident in speaking, the teacher needs some strategies. Controlling 
and regulating motivations, attitudes, and emotions toward learning are needed by 
English foreign language students to improve self-confidence through interaction 
with others (Chou, 2004). Assumed from those concerns, think-pair-share activities 
are needed because it is a strategy that makes students interact with each other. 
Limited observation in the 8th grade students at SMP Muslimin 
Panyawungan Bandung showed that in the teaching-learning process, a lot of 
students were afraid to talk in front of the class. When the teacher asked their 
opinion or answering the teacher’s questions, a few students responded to speak, 
and the remaining students preferred to not respond. 
Focused on the problems above, think-pair-share activity can be used to 
build student’s speaking competency. According to Budianti (2019), cooperative 
learning such as think-pair-share activity enhances the development of students’ 
self-confidence in an EFL classroom, Budianti (2019) then explains that 
cooperative learning is not only enhancing the development of students’ self-
confidence but also promoting the virtue itself. The students’ high-order thinking 
skills are also developing together with their inner motivation to speak up. For 
Sampsel (2013), as for Budianti (2019), the Think Pair Share strategy can boost the 
significant improvement of student’s speaking skills. This circumstance is 
galvanized by the condition and situation for the students in the class; they more 
creative to create an idea and be critical thinking to solve this problem. Moreover, 
 
 
the strategy could make the students actively involved in speaking activities via 
sharing activities in the class. The strategy has many benefits including providing 
the opportunity for students to learn from each other, improving the students’ 
vocabulary, practice to speak with good pronunciation, and providing a form of 
formative assessment. The strategy helps a few students to increase their confidence 
in speaking ability and to contribute in-class discussion. In addition, Syafii (2018) 
stated that the Think-Pair-Share strategy has proved very effective to increase 
students' active involvement and improving their speaking ability as well. As a 
result, it is recommended to implement the strategy in coping with the problems 
found in their speaking class. Accordingly, the writer tried to use the think pair 
share technique to improve students speaking ability of the eighth-grade students at 
SMP Muslimin Panyawungan Bandung. Broadly speaking, there are growing 
numbers of research on how the think-pair-share activity improving students 
speaking ability. However, little is known about the student’s speaking competency 
using think-pair-share as a teaching strategy. According to this, the research focuses 
on how think-pair-share activity in improving student’s speaking competency. 
 
B. Research Questions 
Referring on the background above, the research is aimed to answer the 
following question: 
1. What is students’ speaking competency before the implementation of 
think-pair-share activity? 
2. What is students’ speaking competency after the implementation of 
think-pair-share activity? 
3. How is the significant difference between student’s speaking 
competency before and after the implementation of think-pair-share 
activity? 
 
C. Research Purposes 
 
 
According to the questions above, the objectives of this research are as 
follows: 
1. To find the result of student’s speaking competency before the 
implementation of think-pair-share activity. 
2. To find the result of student’s speaking competency after the 
implementation of think-pair-share activity. 
3. To find out significant difference between student’s speaking 
competency before and after the implementation of think-pair-share 
activity. 
 
D. The Significances of the Research 
This research proposes a better understanding about the theory of the use of 
think-pair-share activity in student’s speaking competency. Theoretically, the result 
of this research could support the use of think-pair-share activity can improve 
student’s student’s speaking competency. In particular, this research is significant 
for the teachers in finding the appropriate and suitable activity for improving 
student’s speaking competency. 
 
E. Research Scope 
Whilst there has been a variety of research on think pair and share teaching 
strategy and activities, few studies have examined the use of think-pair-share with 
students' speaking competency. This study, however, focuses on different language 
skills, namely speaking skill and speaking competency. Thus, this research aims to 
determine the improvement of student’s speaking competency by engaging the 
students in think-pair-share activity. 
The scope of the study is limited to recruiting 15 students volunteer of one 
class in the 8th grade of SMP Muslimin Panyawungan. Limited observation of the 
researcher in SMP Muslimin Panyawungan showed that the students of SMP 
Muslimin Panyawungan still had lack of self-confidence, which led them by cannot 




F. Framework of Thinking 
Many people from many different countries use English to communicate 
with each other and it is also the reasons why English has become a very important 
language to be taught and learned. English is a bridge in communicating with 
foreigners to get and share information, knowledge, and culture. Most people 
assume that success in learning a foreign language is when someone can speak and 
run a conversation in the target language. According to Thornbury (2005), speaking 
is a direct, interactive activity to reveal the meaning of interactions with other 
people which unplanned and only take place based on the situation. A speaker needs 
to draw attention to every detail of the language and to consider how to choose a 
word. Also, the speaker must consider that grammar can lead to comprehend the 
meaning accurately. The speaker needs to organizing the discourse in order to make 
the listener understand is another bedrock that must be considered. Furthermore, 
Brown (2001) mentions that when people can speak a language it means they can 
carry on a conversation reasonably competently. Writing in a similar vein, 
Thornbury (2005) states speaking is an interactive skill that requires the ability to 
collaborate with other aspects of language. Speaking skills must be created and 
practiced independently from various aspects of language, such as reading and 
writing. In this case, the teaching and learning process should be carried out 
wherever possible in each class so that students are more interesting in learning. 
Someone’s ability to speak in regard of criteria of good speaking is called 
speaking competence. Speaking competence is the ability to communicate orally in 
clear, coherent, and persuasive language appropriate to purpose, occasion, and 
audience. There are two distinctive features of elements of speaking which are 
necessary for fluent oral production. The two aspects are (1) knowledge of language 
features such as grammar, vocabulary, and structure. (2) ability to process 
information on the spot (mental/social processing). In short, there are two factors 
to influence towards speaking competency. Those are the internal factor like self-
confidences and external factor like teaching strategy (Harmer, 2001). 
 
 
Self-confidence is a term that describes how secure a person is in making 
decisions and take an action. Brown (2001) stated self-confidence is the students’ 
belief in their ability that is fully capable of accomplishing a task. On the other 
hand, Haidar (2010) states that self-confidence is defined as an individual's 
recognition of his or her own abilities, self-love, and emotional awareness. Also, 
self-confidence is a persona factors that has an impact in achieving the goal of 
foreign language learning. Furthermore, the role of self-confidence in learning 
English foreign language is one of the important factors in helping students to be 
able to speak English fluently. 
Referring to the explanation above, to build self-confidence, the students 
should be given a chance to develop their own learning, the students should be given 
a lot of exposure by using and practice in real life situation. Cooperative learning 
could be used by the teacher. By using cooperative learning is one of the teaching 
goals in reduce students stress and enhance student’s motivation to create positive 
affective classroom situation. Think-pair-share activity is a kind of cooperative 
learning which encourage the students to verbalize the ideas and try to share yet 
compare with the other students feeling and idea. Thus, the think-pair-share activity 
improves the student’s self-confidence, having some good interpersonal relations 
with the others students, gain a motivation in a good mark, and positive attitude 
towards the school  (Killen, 1996) (Richard, 2001) (Kemmis, 1999). 
G. Hypothesis 
As for hypothesis which will be used in this research are: 
H0: There is no improvement of student’s speaking competency after the 
implementation of think-pair-share activity. 
  Ha: There is an improvement of student’s speaking competency after the 
implementation of think-pair-share activity. 
 
H. Previous Study 
A growing evidence base investigate the role of teaching strategies to 
enhance student’s speaking competency. Bunaya and Basikin (2019) portrayed the 
 
 
use of think pair share activity could help the teacher in improving student’s 
speaking confidence. It can be proved by the result of the findings in this research. 
This research used quantitative research method by collected the data using the 
pretest, treatments, posttest, and self-confidence questionnaire. The result of the 
pretest, treatments, posttest, and self-confidence questionnaire showed that this 
strategy improves students’ speaking confidence. Utama (2013) discussed the 
student’s speaking ability on English oral test. By using experimental group and 
control group design, the findings showed that students in experimental group who 
taught and treated by using Think Pair Share technique had highest speaking 
competency than students in control group who studied by using conventional 
teaching technique. Yanti, Rufinus and Regina (2017) reported the use of think-
pair-share activity in speaking class enhance the students speaking skill and it could 
be an alternative for the teacher in improving students speaking ability. This 
research used classroom action research as the research design. There was 
improvement in each cycle after applying think pair share technique in the 
classroom. The students' achievement in the first cycle was categorized as poor to 
average and students' achievement in the second and third cycle were categorized 
as average to good. The improvement also can be seen by the activeness of students' 
involvement in the speaking activities while teaching learning process. It can be 
concluding that think pair share technique can be used by the teacher as alternative 
to improve students' speaking skill. Namaziandost, Shatalebi and Nasri (2019) 
recommend that teachers could benefit from applying cooperative learning in 
English classes, which may in turn develop students' speaking skills and motivation. 
A pre-test-post-test control group design was employed to compare the impact of 
the cooperative learning approach with that of traditional whole-class instruction 
on speaking skills and six aspects of learning motivation: intrinsic motivation, 
integrated regulation, identified regulation, interjected regulation, external 
regulation, and a motivation. The findings showed remarkable development in the 
students' speaking skills after the introduction of cooperative learning techniques. 
Moreover, the findings suggested significant differences in favor of cooperative 
learning for improving intrinsic motivation. Sari (2016) investigated the use of 
 
 
think pair share strategy in improving student’s speaking skill, this research was 
conducted based on the students’ ability that was low in speaking which gave 
negative impact toward students’ final score. The research method that was used in 
this research was a quasi-experiment with pre-test post-test control group design. 
The result of the test was analyzed by using t-test. From that test, it was found that 
there was significant improvement of Think Pair Share Technique applied toward 
students’ speaking skill. Following those research, the writer determines that think 
pair share technique can be considered as a good technique in teaching speaking 
skill. 
